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Sometime there is always yoghurt, and sometimes there is always milk. 
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Wealth assessment 



. Household belongings and characteristics used to calculate a relative wealth index for 
Ugandan smallholder pig farmers modified and simplified from the Demographic and Health 
Survey program from Uganda (UBOS, 2018). 
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 Average daily gain (ADG) in pigs in Lira, Uganda, from herds with different wealth 
indexes, management systems and herd sizes. No statistically significant differences were detected.  
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 Figures on the reproductive performance in 20 smallholder pig herds in Lira, Uganda, 
based on written or oral statements, during the period July 2018 to June 2019. 
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Table 5.  An overview of different clinical signs, the suspected causes, the occurrence (O) and the 
severity (S) in 20 smallholder pig herds in Lira, Uganda, during July 2018 to June 2019.  
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Underline main 
 

Examples of information which could be 
relevant 

 
 
 

General 

 
Household’s main source of income 
Reason for keeping pigs 



Importance of the pigs for the 
household 
Experience of pigs 
Ownership 
Source of information 
Other animals on the farm 

 
Daily care 
Buying/selling 
Routine/common treatment; 
vaccination, castration, deworming, 
parasite spray, vitamin/mineral 
booster, antibiotics etc. How, on 
which pigs, when, how often, drugs 
used… 
Source of treatment information 
Source of drugs 
Records 

Bought/homemade/scavenge/kitchen 
waste/mix 
Treatment of feed (ex boil) 
Continuous supply/x number per 
day 
Delivery system 
Volume 
Storage 
Feeding for different group of pigs 



 
Tap water/well/borehole/waste 
water/stream… 
Continuous supply/x number per 
day 
Delivery system 
Volume 
Storage 
Water for different group of pigs 

 
Free-range/tethered/Housed/Mix 
Thermal comfort (shade, water, 
mud, bedding, draft) 
Housing for different groups of pigs 
Bedding material

 
Cleaning between 
litter/routinely/every day/after pigs 
are sold… 
Removal of manure, water, 
scrubbing, disinfectants… 



 
Quarantine (new or sick pigs) 
Disposal of dead pigs, incl viscera 
Contact with other pigs/indirect 
contact via people or equipment 
(shared tools) 
Change clothes/shoes 
Hand hygiene 
Visitors’ log 
Other activities in the vicinity of the 
farm (pork joint, slaughter slab…) 
Fencing 
Sectioning 

 
Use or disposal of manure 
Selling/buying



 
Use of heat detection 
How heat is detected 
How often is it controlled 
Planned/not planned service 
AI/Natural boar 
Number of times serviced/during 
how long 
Own boar/village boar/other 
Take sow to boar/take boar to sow 
Breed and inbreeding 
 

 
Knowledge about gestation 
Special treatment to pregnant sows



 
 
Surveillance of farrowing 
Bedding material 
Care of neonates 
 

 

 
Buy new sows/own recruitment of 
gilts 
How to choose which to buy? 
Status at buying (gilt/sows…) 
From where are they bought? 
How to choose which gilts to keep? 







If several, underline main 
 

If yes: 
How many? 
Which kinds of pigs? 
From where/whom? 
When? 
Why? 

If yes: 
How many? 
Which kinds of pigs? 
To where/whom? 
When? 
Why? 
 



If yes: 
How many? 
Which kinds of pigs? 
When? 
Symptoms? 
Treatment? 
Outcome? 
 
 
 
 

If yes: 
How many? 
Which kinds of pigs? 
When? 
Symptoms before death? 
Reason for death? 
 

If yes: 
Why/symptoms? 
How many and which of pigs? 
What treatment? 
When? 
Outcome? 
 
 

If yes:  
When? 
Which sow(s)? 
 
 



If yes: 
When? 
Which sow(s)? 
How (AI/natural)? 
Which boar? 
Where did the service take place? 

If yes: 
When? 
Which sow(s)? 
How many piglets (live and dead)? 

If yes: 
How many? 
From which sow(s)? 
 

If they have a boar;

If yes: 
How many times? 
With sows on farm or others? 
On farm or somewhere else? 



 

Specific update/clarification questions. The subjects for questioning are 

individual and decided based upon information retrieved on previous 

visits; need for clarification, update, or missing information relevant to 

health and productivity issues 
 



Examples of information 
which could be relevant 

Observations and impressions from the farm visit. 
Continue on a blank sheet if more space is needed.  

Difference between 
groups 
Bedding material 
Size of pens 
Stocking density 
 

Pig area 
Houses 
Storages 
Surroundings 
Other pig businesses 

Possibility to clean 
Evidence of cleaning 
General cleanliness 



Daily care 
Routine treatment 
Difference between group 

Presence of feed 
Kind of feed, 
quality, quantity, 
old feed 

Presence of water 
Quality, 
quantity, old 
water 

 



Fencing 
Sectioning 
Tools 
Possibility to 
wash/disinfect 
hand/boots/equipment 
Visitors 
Other animals/wild 
animals in 
contact/possible contact 
with pigs 
Contact with environment 
(bushes etc) 
Human latrines 

Disposal 
Use 
Handling 

Heat(detection) 
Gestation 
Service 
Farrowing 
Boar 
 

Evidence of drug use 
Which drugs 
 

Keeping of own records 
Using records for the 
study  
 



Freedom: 
From hunger/thirst 
From discomfort 
From pain/injury/disease 
To express normal behav. 
From fear/distress 

Difference in answers 
Difference in tasks 
Decision making 
 

Health issues 



If several, underline main

If yes: 
How many? 
Which kinds of pigs? 
From where/whom? 
When? 
Why? 
 
 
 
 

If yes: 
How many? 
Which kinds of pigs? 
To where/whom? 
When? 
Why? 
 
 
 
 



If yes: 
How many? 
Which kinds of pigs? 
When? 
Symptoms? 
Treatment? 
Outcome? 
 
 

If yes: 
How many? 
Which kinds of pigs? 
When? 
Symptoms before death? 
Reason for death? 
 

 
If yes: 
Why? 
How many and which of pigs? 
What treatment? 
When? 
Outcome? 

If yes:  
When? 
Which sow(s)? 
 

If yes: 
When? 
Which sow(s)? 
How (AI/natural)? 
Which boar? 
Where did the service take place? 



If yes: 
When? 
Which sow(s)? 
How many piglets (live and dead)? 
 

If yes: 
How many? 
From which sow(s)? 
When? 
 

If they have a boar

If yes: 
How many times? 
With sows on farm or others? 
On farm or somewhere else? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



If yes: 
Which symptoms? 
How many? 
Which kinds of pigs? 

Not mandatory 

Selling, deaths, treatments, heat, service, farrowing, weaning
 

Not mandatory

 
 



Pigs are important to smallholder farmers in Uganda as savings and 

source of income, but their productivity is low. This licentiate thesis 

investigated the overall health and productivity in Ugandan pig herds 

by using a holistic approach, i.e. veterinary herd health management. 

The results showed that many factors, such as inadequate feeding, 

poor reproduction, poor biosecurity, and infectious disease, hamper the 

production. 
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