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Mål:

Upon completion of the course, the student should:

• understand different kinds and uses of geographic information and cartographic prin­
ciples;

• become familiar in the main uses of and important sources for vector and raster data;
• understand the basic principles of remote sensing in general, and, in particular, un­

derstand how NDVI is calculated and used;
• be able to produce different kinds of vector and raster maps, taking into account va­

rious potential sources of error and controlling for potential misrepresentation of the
underlying geographic information;

• be able to critically read maps, and put them in context, so that one can uncover
meanings, implications and politics from maps that are not always immediately evident.
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Innehåll:

This course is an introduction to Geographic Information Systems (GIS). As an introductory
course there are no prerequisites, but the level of ambition in the course will be targeted to
PhD students. Students will become familiar with the main uses of GIS in general.

More specifically, students will work with vector and raster data in hands-on exercises
where students learn basic GIS skills, such as: manual vectorization; finding and processing
different sources of geographic data, including satellite data; “wrangling” geodata so that
it is suitable for geographic analysis; calculating Normalized Difference Vegetation Index
(NDVI) based on satellite data; making different kinds of maps, in particular choropleth
maps; making final, “print-ready” maps that convey useful information in aesthetically
appropriate ways to map-users and that can be inserted into texts.

A critical dimension on GIS and cartography will also be presented and discussed in this
course: i.e. that maps are not neutral – they simultaneously reflect and promote particular
power relations and/or political agendas, even as they may conceal these commitments.
In this sense, we will discuss in this course how maps can be read critically to uncover
meanings, implications and politics that are not always evident from cursory inspection.

The forms of instruction include lectures in which the basic principles of cartography,
GIS and remote sensing are presented and explained. Some of the lectures will be in a
tutorial format where the teacher will present information, but where different aspects
of GIS and map-making will be discussed actively by students as well, based in part on
readings. Another important form of instruction are exercises where students will receive
detailed instructions and the necessary data in advance, but also receive active help from
the responsible teacher. Finally students will receive an assignment to make their own
map(s), which should be connected to their own PhD research, and which will be presented,
discussed and assessed in a seminar format at the end of the course.

Examinationsformer och fordringar för godkänd kurs:

Seminar presentation of own map(s) explaining the purpose of the map, why it is important,
and how it is connected to the student’s PhD research. The presentation should also include
an account of the different steps taken to produce the map, and how potential sources of
error were avoided. - Examinatorn har, om det finns skäl och är möjligt, rätt att ge en
kompletteringsuppgift till den student som inte blivit godkänd på en examination. - Om
studenten har ett beslut från SLU om riktat pedagogiskt stöd på grund av funktionsned­
sättning, kan examinatorn ge ett anpassat prov eller låta studenten genomföra provet på ett
alternativt sätt. - Om denna kursplan läggs ned, ska SLU besluta om övergångsbestämmel­
ser för examination av studenter, som antagits enligt denna kursplan och ännu inte blivit
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godkända. - För examination av självständigt arbete (examensarbete) gäller dessutom att
examinatorn kan tillåta studenten att göra kompletteringar efter inlämningsdatum. Mer
information finns i utbildningshandboken.

Ansvarig institution/motsvarande:

Institutionen för stad och land

Kompletterande uppgifter

Övrig information:

• Rätten att delta i undervisning och/eller handledning gäller endast det kurstillfälle, som
studenten blivit antagen till och registrerad på.

• Om det finns särskilda skäl, har studenten rätt att delta i moment som kräver obligatorisk
närvaro vid ett senare kurstillfälle. Mer information finns i utbildningshandboken.
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