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Mal:
Upon completion of the course, the students shall be able to:

* account for and critically discuss distinct social scientific paradigms;

» actively use philosophies of social science to deepen and strengthen their own research
work;

» distinguish between distinct levels and forms of scientific analysis and be able to account
for their ontological and epistemological preconditions.

Innehall:

The course offers a general introduction to philosophies of social sciences, describing and
analysing distinct scientific paradigms and perspectives. The students will be introduced to



the major philosophical paradigms of social science, with a specific focus on the contexts,
contents, arguments, and main concepts and assumptions. There will also be a focus on how
researchers position themselves in relation to the field, as well as on how distinct paradigms
of philosophies of science have tackled problems related to ontology, epistemology and
interpretation. Furthermore, the course will discuss the connections between philosophy
of science and social theory, with a distinct focus on the development of these connections
during the last decades.

The core of the course will consist of a series of seminars, introduced by lectures. The
seminars will be dedicated to analysing original texts by central social science writers in
order to see how philosophical assumptions influence them as well as to discuss general
problems of philosophy of social science. The course will be divided into four parts, each
devoted to one central question. Lectures will partly be used to present and discuss important
theoretical paradigms, concepts and problems of philosophy of science, and introduce
central themes that will be discussed in the seminars.

Examinationsformer och fordringar for godkéand kurs:

For successful completion of the course the students will present and discuss the specific
theoretical issues and challenges of their ongoing PhD research project. The students must

also actively participate in lectures and seminars. - Examinatorn har, om det finns skil och

ar mojligt, ratt att ge en kompletteringsuppgift till den student som inte blivit godkand
pa en examination. - Om studenten har ett beslut frin SLU om riktat pedagogiskt stod pa
grund av funktionsnedsittning, kan examinatorn ge ett anpassat prov eller lita studenten
genomfoOra provet pa ett alternativt sétt. - Om denna kursplan ldggs ned, ska SLU besluta om

overgdngsbestammelser for examination av studenter, som antagits enligt denna kursplan

och dnnu inte blivit godkinda. - For examination av sjdlvstindigt arbete (examensarbe-
te) giller dessutom att examinatorn kan tilldta studenten att gora kompletteringar efter
inldimningsdatum. Mer information finns i utbildningshandboken.

Ansvarig institution/motsvarande:

Institutionen for stad och land

Kompletterande uppgifter

Ovrig information:

» Riitten att delta i undervisning och/eller handledning giller endast det kurstillfille, som
studenten blivit antagen till och registrerad pa.



*  Om det finns sérskilda skél, har studenten rtt att delta i moment som kréver obligatorisk
nérvaro vid ett senare kurstillfalle. Mer information finns i utbildningshandboken.
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